20220213 Judges 13 — Samson Pt 1 — The Slippery Slope of Compromise 


Last Sunday we looked at the life of Jephthah and determined that his life was 
needlessley complicated from his lack of a deep relationship with the God of 
Israel and from an ignorance of scripture. On Wednesday we finished up with 
Jephthah going to war with the tribe of Ephraim where 42,000 Israelites were 
needlessly killed in a civil war which was born out of pride and people wanting 
to “get the credit” for the good things that happened in Israel. | have always 

= told my children, “It’s amazing what we can get done if we’re not concerned 
with who gets the credit.” Fleshly pride pushes us to desire to be recognized 
for what we do, and to be very concerned about whether we get the credit for what we do. 
This morning, we'll turn to Judges chapter 13 and look at Samson, who will soon become THE 
most tragic character in the book of Judges. 


The Birth of Samson 


13 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so the LORD delivered them into 
the hands of the Philistines for forty years. Judges 13:1, NIV). 


We've read over and over about Israel doing “evil in the sight of the Lord.” Let's remind 
ourselves that this describes Israel's repeated turn to the false gods of their neighbors. 
Each time, they forsook the Lord God, Yahweh. We now witness the seventh cycle of sin 
that Israel has fallen into which will last longer than any of the others that we have 
studied. The text tells us that Israel had been in bondage to the Philistines for 40 years. 
The name “Philistine” means invader. They were not originally in what we call the Land 
of Israel. Rather they were invaders from an area of modern-day Greece who settled in 
what today we call the Gaza Strip. The fact of the matter is that the people who call 
themselves the Palestinians today are not related to the Philistines in the Bible. 
Sometimes people try to claim that, but the Philistines are now extinct. Let's read on. 


2A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah [means “rest"], from the clan of the Danites, 
had a wife who was childless, unable to give birth. ? The angel of the LORD appeared to 
her and said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and 
give birth to a son. 4 Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and 
that you do not eat anything unclean. ° You will become pregnant and have a son whose 
head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to 
God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hand's of the 
Philistines.” Judges 13:2-5, NIV). 


This was great news to a barren woman. She was commanded to refrain from any wine 
or fermented drink as the angel decreed that the child would be a Nazirite. This raises 


the question as to what it means to be a Nazirite. The reader should be careful to not 
confuse this word with a Nazarene, meaning a person from Nazareth. The word Nazirite 
means “devoted” or “consecrated” (Numbers 6). This was a person who had taken a 
vow (or a person who had been dedicated to religious service by their parents). In the 
case of Samson, he was to be dedicated by the command of the angel of the LORD. Part 
of the Nazirite vow included abstaining from certain things. In essence, a Nazirite was 
to keep Kosher. They were to remain ceremonially clean (not touch dead bodies etc). A 
person could take this vow for any period of time (like a week or a month, or even a 
lifetime). The angel of the LORD dictated that this child was to be set apart as a Nazirite. 
As we watch the life of Samson, we are going to see a person whose life had been 


dedicated to the Lord rejecting that call and becoming compromised with sin - leading 
to a life of ruin. 


6 Then the woman went to her husband and told him, “A man of God came to me. He 
looked like an angel of God, very awesome. I didn't ask him where he came from, and he 
didn’t tell me his name. ’ But he said to me, ‘You will become pregnant and have a son. 
Now then, drink no wine or other fermented drink and do not eat anything unclean, 
because the boy will be a Nazirite of God from the womb until the day of his death.” 


8 Then Manoah prayed to the Lord: “Pardon your servant, Lord. | beg you to let the man 


of God you sent to us come again to teach us how to bring up the boy who is to be 
born.” Judges 13:6-8, NIV). 


| like the fact that the woman describes the angel as “awesome.” You'll remember that 
we sang a song a few weeks ago, “Our God is an awesome God.” That means this angel 
struck awe in the heart of this woman. Manoah, who never doubted his wife for one 
minute, prayed for wisdom to know how to raise this unusual special boy. We can only 
imagine how lost this couple must have felt, living in the middle of the pagan Philistines. 
They needed help, and they knew that God could give them the help that they needed. 


This causes me to ask ourselves whether we are as motivated to ask God how to raise 
our own children? We can have great influence on our children and grandchildren or on 
ANY children with whom we come into contact. Manoah knew that God had the 
wisdom that he and his wife needed. We have that same wisdom available to us in how 
to interact and rear our young. 


? God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman while she was out 
in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. 1 The woman hurried to tell her 
husband, “He's here! The man who appeared to me the other day!” " Manoah got up 

and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he said, “Are you the man who talked 


to my wife?” “I am,” he said. ? So Manoah asked him, “When your words are fulfilled, 
What is to be the rule that governs the boy's life and work?” (Judges 13:9-12, NIV). 


Manoah had the faith to say, “When your words are fulfilled what is to be the rule that 
governs the boy’s life and work?” Manoah had no doubt that God had spoken, and he 
was intent on being in the center of God's will for this child's life. 


3 The angel of the Lord answered, “Your wife must do all that I have told her. 4 She 
must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, nor drink any wine or other 
fermented drink nor eat anything unclean. She must do everything | have commanded 
her.” ® Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “We would like you to stay until we 
prepare a young goat for you.” Judges 13:13-15, NIV). 


This is the same thing that Abraham did when he was visited by the angels. This is 
typical middle-eastern hospitality. 


’6 The angel of the LoRD replied, “Even though you detain me, I will not eat any of your 
food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, offer it to the LorD.” (At this point, Manoah did 
not realize that it was the angel of the LORD.) Judges 13:16, NIV). 


| am not sure why he wouldn't eat of the food, but the angel told him to offer a burnt 
offering. 


17 Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that we may 
honor you when your word comes true?” He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is 
beyond understanding." Judges 13:17-18, NIV). 


This causes me to reflect on the Name that is above all names. Isaiah the prophet said 
of Messiah, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son Is given: and the government shall 


be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6, NIV). 


This, again, was probably a Christophany. This is the Word of God, the second person of 
the Trinity, prior to Him being born in human flesh as Jesus. His name truly is “beyond 
understanding.” That is why we chose today to sing “Jesus, Name above All Names.” 


“13 Then Manoah took a young goat, together with the grain offering, and sacrificed it 
on a rock to the LORD. And the LORD did an amazing thing while Manoah and his wife 
watched: ® As the flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel of the LORD 
ascended in the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the 
ground. *' When the angel of the Lord did not show himself again to Manoah and his 


wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. ? “We are doomed to die!” he 
said to his wite. “We have seen God!” (Judges 13:19-22, NIV). 


Manoah might have been at “rest,” but at this point he kind of lost it. He told his wife 
“We're doomed to die,” and we'll see that she sort of has to tell him to get a grip on 
things. This whole idea of seeing God and dying, was born out of Moses’ conversation 
with God in which God told him that a human can't handle seeing the full glory of God. 
God only allowed Moses to see Him from behind (Exodus 33:19-23). 


23 But his wife answered, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a 
burnt offering and grain offering from our hands, nor shown us all these things or now 
told us this.” Judges 13:23, NIV). 


This was a level-headed woman. She calmed Manoah down by showing him all of the 
great things that God had already shown them which made it clear that God had no 
intention of letting harm come to them. 


%4 The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the LORD 
blessed him, ” and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh 
Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. Judges 13:24, NIV). 


So, they named him Samson; derived from the word for sun (Semes) in Hebrew. He 
would protect Israel like a “sun and shield” (Psalm 84:11), just as the Lord had protected 
Israel.! We read that “the Lord began to stir him” while he was growing up. 


Let's move on to chapter 14 now. 


14 Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters of 
the Philistines. ê So he went up and told his father and mother, saying, “I have seen a 
woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a 
wife.” Judges 14:1-2, NKJV). 


So, he went to Timnah and saw a Philistine girl. Why was he in Timnah, and why was he 
looking at Philistine women? Samson wasn't where he was supposed to be, and he 
wasn't doing what he was supposed to be doing. That is a good first step to 
compromise. He went to his father and mother to try to have them arrange a marriage 
with this woman. In those days a man couldn't just approach a woman to marry her. 
Samson disregarded the holiness of his upbringing. He forgot who he was and how he 
was committed to live (as a Nazirite). He was driven by his own lust and by what he saw 


1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samson 


with his eyes. He hastily set aside the Nazirite vow to follow his flesh. This event is 
representative of Samson's life. We will see that God used him in spite of his weak flesh, 
but his life could have been so much more had he not led a life of compromise. 


3 Then his father and mother said to him, “Is there no woman among the daughters of 
your brethren, or among all my people, that you must go and get a wife from the 
uncircumcised Philistines?” And Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she 
pleases me well.” Judges 14:3, NKJV). 


His mother and father begged him to choose a wife from their own Jewish community, 
but Samson was steadfast in wanting this woman. Why? “Because she pleases me well.” 
It was a totally selfish kind of attraction. All that mattered to Samson was what pleased 
him emotionally and physically. That is what the world offers. That is the way of the 
world. Worldly love is such a different love from khesed love which is loyal and undying 
love. Khesed is a love based on acts of commitment rather than on a fleeting feeling. 


1 But his father and mother did not know that it was of the Loro—that He was seeking 
an occasion to move against the Philistines. For at that time the Philistines had 
dominion over Israel. ? So Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and 
came to the vineyards of Timnah. Judges 14:4-5a, NK/V). 


Verse 4 reminds us that God is sovereign. Even when we go our own way, God uses it 
for His purposes. So his parents relented and they went down to the vineyards of 
Timnah. Samson now took a further step towards the compromise of his Nazirite vow. 
He was headed to the vineyard to find this pretty young thing. 


Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against him. ê And the Spirit of the LORD 
came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn apart a 
young goat, though he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his 
mother what he had done. Judges 14:5b-6, NK/V). 


This is his second violation of his Nazirite vow. As a Nazirite he was forbidden to touch 
any dead animal. Not only did he touch it, he killed it.2 This was unclean, so the text 
tells us that he didn't tell his father or his mother. He kept it a secret because he knew 
he had done wrong. 


7 Then he went down and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. ° After 
some time, when he returned to get her, he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion. 
And behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the carcass of the lion. ? He took some 


2 https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Samson.html 


of it in his hands and went along, eating. When he came to his father and mother, he 
gave some to them, and they also ate. But he did not tell them that he had taken the 
honey out of the carcass of the lion. Judges 14:7-9, NK/V). 


This is Samson's third violation of his Nazirite vow. He had gone to visit his woman and 
the text tells us again that she “pleased Samson well.” On the way home, once again, he 
touched the carcass of the lion which was an unclean act. 


1 So his father went down to the woman. And Samson gave a feast there, for young 
men used to do so." And it happened, when they saw him, that they brought thirty 
companions to be with him. Judges 14:10-11, NKJV). 


These were just Philistine men that were brought to him. 


We are going to end here this morning. | want to point out that Samson was forgotting 
who he really was and was decisively laying aside his life of commitment. His holiness 
was being whittled away with one compromise at a time. He was spending time 
among the Canaanite neighbors. His eye was on the Canaanite women. His own desire 
became his idol, separating him more and more from his own true identity. At the end 
of what we have read today, he had committed himself to a woman outside of the faith, 
he had violated his vows as a Nazirite, and he was surrounded by thirty young men who 
did not have his welfare in mind. 


This is an important reminder that we must remember who we are in Christ. It is an 
important reminder to live our lives in sync with our love for Jesus. We should surround 
ourselves with those who have our best interest at heart. The road to compromise is 
gradual. In the end it isolates us from the those who truly love us and who desire the 
best for us. Satan always isolates before he assassinates. You know, we're sort of given 
a model for how we're to dedicate our lives as well. Paul told the church in Rome. 


12 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. ê And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (Romans 
12:1-2, NKJV). 


Let us pray. 
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